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Principal Notes 
 

Dear Parents, 

We are excited at La Jara Elementary to start the 
year 2020. We are striving to make student 
learning as positive in 2020, as it was in 2019.  
December was a busy month for us.  Teachers in 
grades K-3 completed our middle of the year 
DIBELS testing. Grades 4 and 5 also completed our 
middle of the year NWEA and Star testing.  This 
testing gave us information based on student 
learning.  We were able to attain data that shows if 
our students are achieving growth.  Our Christmas 
program that was held on December 17th was a 
huge success.  Big thanks to our students, Mrs. 
Valentine, Mrs. Wubben, and the rest of the staff 
at LJE.   

I have a couple of reminders that I would like to 
share with you.  Please call the school when your 
child is absent.  This will help us to keep track of 
excused and unexcused absences.  To help with 
student safety, please continue to use the 
roundabout to drop off and pick up your child.     

We at LJE want to thank you for your support.  If 
you should have any questions, please contact us.  
We look forward to a great year in 2020.   

Sincerely, 

Ricky Salazar    

Brrrrrrrrrrr! 
     Colder weather is here. Please see to it 

that your child brings a coat, hat and gloves 

to school each day.  Students will not be 

allowed in the building before 7:20 am 

and recesses will be outside unless 

temperatures are extremely low. Time to 

start bundling up! 

Upcoming Dates and Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2020 

 6       School Back in Session – All Students 

 8       Report Cards Go Home 

 9       PTA Meeting 1:30 pm 

10      Teacher In-service – NO STUDENTS 

13       Assembly – Drummer’s 2 pm 

21       Board of Education Meeting 6:30 pm 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

 6        PTA Meeting 8 am 

 7        Teacher Workday – NO STUDENTS 

11 LJE PTC – 4:00 – 7:00 pm 

12 LJE PTC – 4:00 – 6:30 pm  

13 Valentines Day Celebrations-2:30 pm 

18       Board of Education Meeting 6:30 pm 

20      Class Picture 8 am -10 am in the gym 

  

MARCH 2020 

  8      Daylight Savings Time Begins 

12       End of 3rd Quarter 

16 – 20 NO SCHOOL – DISTRICT WIDE 

             Spring Break (Classes resume Mar 23) 

25       Report Cards Go Home 

  

Please Mark Your 

Calendars! 



 
 

 
PE News! 

With winter and cold weather upon us, boots 
are the thing to wear.  While boots are great for 
snow and warmth, they are not so great for PE 
class.  Please help remind your children to 
put tennis shoes in his/her backpack the 
night before PE days so they don’t forget 
them.  Snow boots and exercise do not go 
together! 
 

Nurses Notes 
 
Welcome Back!  Hopefully everyone had a restful, 
healthy and FUN winter break.  This time of year 
there are many types of illness going around, 
especially after the holidays when large groups have 
been gathering together.  Help us minimize the 
spread of germs by: 
 
1.  Washing hands often with soap and water.  Hand 
sanitizer is fine to use if that is all you have, but it is 
not effective against some types of viruses such as 
norovirus. 
2.  Keep your child home from school if they are 
vomiting or have diarrhea.  They should stay home 
for 24-48 hours after their last episode of either.   
3.  Keep your child home from school if they are 
running a fever greater that 100 degress.  They 
should be fever free for 24 hours WITHOUT 
medication before returning to school.   
4.  Keep your child home form school if they have 
any other type of illness that may be contagious.  If 
you aren't sure contact the school nurse or your 
family Dr.   
5.  Encourage your child to cough and sneeze in 
their sleeve or elbow not in their hands.  
 
Thank you, 
Melissa Caldon RN 
North Conejos School District Nurse 
 
 

 
 

From our School Counselor 

Happy New Year! 

A beneficial life skill to teach our children is setting 
and achieving goals. Teaching goal setting will help 
our students succeed in life. When setting specific 
goals of what we want to accomplish provides us 
direction and gives us hope in our life. Teaching our 
children how to set and achieve goals will help 
them learn responsibility. Achieving their goals will 
help build their self-confidence. Setting and 
achieving goals will teach them to handle success 
as well as failures. The following simple steps can 
help students set and achieve goals:  

1. Let them choose their goal 
2. Discuss the purpose of their goal 
3. Break the big goal into smaller steps 
4. Brainstorm potential obstacles 
5. Write it down 

https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/goal-setting-
for-kids 

Stephanie Shawcroft 
La Jara Elementary School Counselor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Absences and Tardies 
 

Please make every effort to have your child to 
school on time.  Teachers begin lessons right away 
and instructional time is very important.  If your 
child is sick, has an appointment or will be out of 
town, please call the office and excuse them as 
soon as possible.  An automated call will go out at 
8:20 to all students’ households with students that 
have been marked unexcused to remind parents to 
call the school.  School attendance is mandatory in 
the state of Colorado and you may receive a phone 
call or a visit if attendance becomes an issue. 

https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/goal-setting-for-kids
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/goal-setting-for-kids


 
La Jara Elementary PTA Notes... 

I hope everyone had a safe, happy and healthy 

holiday season. I would like to thank everyone for 

their help and support with the La Jara Elementary 

PTA in 2019.  It's a new year filled with exciting 

upcoming events!  This spring we will have and 

some exciting assemblies coming to our school. 

I know that many of you busy parents had a full 

schedule this past fall, so you may not have been 

able to join the PTA or participate in some of our 

events. I want to take this opportunity to let you 

know that it's not too late to become involved with 

the PTA.  I would like to encourage all parents and 

guardians to consider volunteering to help with our 

PTA.  Even a few minutes of your time will make a 

difference.   

Our next PTA meetings will be held on Thursday, 

January 9
th

 at 1:30 pm and Thursday, February 6
th

  

at 8:00 am. 

 

La Jara Elementary PTA 

 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHTS 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Tiffany Atencio I 
have worked at North Conejos School District 
for 4 years now as a cook.  I have been 
married 12 years to my husband Alex.  I have a 
daughter named RaeLee that's 11 years old, 
one son named Jason that's 7 years old, and a 
new baby girl born in early November.  My 
family is my world I would be lost without 
them.  My hobbies include spending time with 
family, listening to music, watching Denver 
Broncos football and watching my kids play 
sports.  I enjoy seeing and working with the 
kids everyday at my school. 
 
 

Hi, my name is Kelly Wubben. I have taught 
Science and Math at the High School level for 
four years and just last year made my way to 
Physical Education. I love introducing and 
getting my students excited about exercise, 
sports, playing and having fun. 
  

I have 3 children ages 5, 12 and 14 that keep 
me on my toes.  
  

I attended the University of Arizona, where I 
played Division I soccer for 2 years, but 
graduated from Colorado State University. 
  

I love being outdoors, whether it's watching my 
kids compete, hunting or running as long as I'm 
outside, I'm happy. 
  

I have done a half-marathon, but one of these 
days I would like to run a marathon. 
  

 

  

April McCarroll- I began my teaching career 
15 years ago at La Jara Elementary in the 
kindergarten classroom. I loved teaching 
kindergarten and it was so fun to see the 
growth and progress those kids were able to 
make in a year’s time. I have been fortunate 
enough to have taught each one of my own 
children. This year I made a change by moving 
to second grade. I have loved it so far. The 
kids are great and it's exciting to have kids that 
I had in kindergarten and see how much they 
have matured. 
When I'm not at school my time is spent with 
family and busy life. I have 4 kids that I love 
watching play sports and other activities. I 
enjoy yard work, exercise, and family time 
  

 

  

 

Melissa Caldon- School Nurse 
  

I have 5 children 

I have been a nurse for 22 years 

Fall is my favorite season 

 


